Cast:

-
Master

-
2 x Managers ("East" & "West")

-
2 sets of servants , 1 under each manager

(use the two halves of church either side of the aisle.)

There was once a rich and powerful man.

He had a large estate.

He had two managers to help him run his estate and to oversee the servants.

One of the managers was in charge of the west side of the estate.

The other was in charge of the east side.

The rich and powerful man went away to a friend's wedding.  {HE LEAVES}

Neither the managers nor the servants knew when he would be back, but because they thought it would be soon they were careful to keep on working hard.

But the wedding took a long time, and then there was a party afterwards that went on well into the evening.

When it got dark all the servants stopped worked outside and went indoors.

The managers split the house up in to two parts: east and west.

The east wing was the responsibility of the manager who took care of the east side of the estate.

The west wing was the responsibility of the manager who took care of the west side of the estate.

The manger of the eastern side started to pick at her master's food.

Then she drank some of her master's brandy.

Soon she had her feet up in front of the fire.

Then she started to bully the all the other servants who she was in charge of.

Then she shouted at them

Finally, she began to hit them.

[Pause]

Meanwhile, on the other side of the house, the manager of the west wing was hard at work, being busy with the chores and organising all the servants under her.

She knew that if the master was at home then she would be expected to work for a few more hours yet.

It was tempting to cut corners, or go slow, or even to knock off early but she worked as if the master himself was there.

Anyway, she reasoned, he could come back at home at any moment.

And then she would want him to find her hard at work, or else what would he think of her?

Soon it was time for all the lesser servants to have their supper.

The manager of the east side was too drunk and cross to feed them.

She shouted at them and they were frightened of her.

But the manager of the west side cared for the servants that she was in charge of and remembered to feed them at the right time.

Just as she was getting their food, the master arrived home unannounced and unexpected!

{THE MASTER RETURNS} He came in and saw what was going on.

The manager of the east side was in BIG trouble.

The master threw her out in to the cold and dark.

The servants were pleased to see her go.

But the manager of the west side had done well.

She had not slacked off or shirked when the master was away, even when he was away for so long and at such a late hour.

The Master said: "East is least, and west is best!"

In fact, her was so pleased with her that he told her to stop getting the servants' supper ready.

He told her to sit down and make herself comfortable.

And he rolled up his sleeves.

And he himself served her.

None of the servants had ever seen anything like it!

The next day he made her the manager of the whole of his estate.

1.
He was very happy with her.

2.
All the other servants were very happy to work for her.

3.
And she was very happy too.
