Act 1  (Acts 9:1-9)
Saul's Conversion

Props: sword; palm crosses to show Christians

Cast: Saul (with sword)

Christians, who run away from Saul

Saul alone; Jesus speaks to him.

Saul puts down his sword and becomes a Christian (takes up a cross)

Act 2

Saul claims to be a Christian.

But he is not trusted by anyone – except Barnabas, who risks giving Saul a chance.

Saul says he is a Christian.

How do the other Christians feel?  What do they do?  (They run away.)

All except Barnabas who receives him and accepts him.  (B. offers his hand)

Then the other Christians do, too.  (Hugs all round.)

Reading – Acts 9:26-28

When Saul came to Jerusalem, he tried to join the disciples, but they were all afraid of him, not believing that he really was a disciple.  But Barnabas took him and brought him to the apostles.  He told them how Saul on his journey had seen the Lord and that the Lord had spoken to him, and how in Damascus he had preached fearlessly in the name of Jesus.  So Saul stayed with them and moved about freely in Jerusalem, speaking boldly in the name of the Lord.

Act 3

What sort of person was Barnabas?

He was really called Joseph.

Barnabas is his nickname, which means “Well-done-son”.

Reading – Acts 4:36, 37 & 11:21-25

 Joseph, a Levite from Cyprus, whom the apostles called Barnabas (which means Son of Encouragement), sold a field he owned and brought the money and put it at the apostles' feet.

The Lord's hand was with them, and a great number of people believed and turned to the Lord.  News of this reached the ears of the church at Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to Antioch.

When Barnabas arrived and saw the evidence of the grace of God, he was glad and encouraged them all to remain true to the Lord with all their hearts. Barnabas was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and faith, and a great number of people were brought to the Lord.

Act 4

Saul and Barnabas take John Mark with them.

But at the first place they visit John Mark leaves them and goes back to Jerusalem.

Saul is very sad and angry that John Mark has let them down.

Reading – Acts 12:25 & Acts13:13

When Barnabas and Saul had finished their mission, they returned from Jerusalem, taking with them John, also called Mark.

From Paphos, Paul and his companions sailed to Perga in Pamphylia, where John left them to return to Jerusalem.

Act 5

Barnabas risks gives John Mark a second chance.

But Saul (who was given a second chance by God and by Barnabas, remember?) will not risk giving John Mark another chance.

Barnabas and Saul have an argument and split up.

Acts 15:36-41

Some time later Paul said to Barnabas, “Let us go back and visit the brothers in all the towns where we preached the word of the Lord and see how they are doing.”  Barnabas wanted to take John, also called Mark, with them, but Paul did not think it wise to take him, because he had deserted them in Pamphylia and had not continued with them in the work. Barnabas and Saul had such a sharp disagreement that they parted company.  Barnabas took Mark and sailed for Cyprus, but Paul chose Silas and left, commended by the brothers to the grace of the Lord.  He went through Syria and Cilicia, strengthening the churches.

Act 6

Was Saul (also called Paul) right to mistrust John Mark?

Or was Barnabas right to give him a second chance?

What happened to John Mark?

Saul and Barnabas split up over John Mark in about A.D. 49-50.  Then we don’t hear anything more about him for another ten years, when he reappears mentioned in three of Paul’s letters.

Saul, writing to the Colossians during his first Roman imprisonment (A.D. 59-61) mentions John Mark as one his team.

About the same time Paul sends greetings to Philemon from Mark (verse 24), whom he names among his fellow-workers (the Greek word for “fellow-worker” is sunergoi, which is where we get our English word “synergy”).

Finally, Paul, writing shortly before his death to Timothy at Ephesus, asks him pick up John Mark and bring him with him to Rome, adding “because he is helpful to me in my ministry.”  (2 Tim 4:11)
So all’s well that ends well.

We, like Saul, have been a second chance by God.

Are we going to be like Saul and not give a second chance to someone who lets us down?

Or are we going to be like Barnabas (“Well-done-son”) and forgive others just as we have been forgiven by God?

Luke 6:36, 37

[Jesus said]  “Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.  Do not judge, and you will not be judged. Do not condemn, and you will not be condemned.  Forgive, and you will be forgiven.”

Ephesians 4: 32  Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.
