“Bless, blessed and blessings”

What does this word mean?

To be blessed is a special sort of happiness: “To make God happy or to be made happy by God.”

A blessing is an extra special gift of grace.

What about blessing something, like food or a house: “To involve God; to ask God take and use this thing for his good purposes.”

Blessing: divine pleasure or favour.  To be with and for God and to have God with and for you.
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“Blessings in disguise” – what do we mean by that . . . ?

“Count your blessings” – what do we mean by that . . . ?

(What is the opposite of a blessing?)

Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult, but with blessing, because to this you were called so that you may inherit a blessing.  (1 Peter 3:9)

Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse.  (Romans 12:14)

“Be a blessing” – how can we be a blessing to God and others?

As Jesus was saying these things, a woman in the crowd called out, “Blessed is the mother who gave you birth and nursed you.”

He replied, “Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and obey it.”

(Luke 11:27-28)

Blessing as a gift:

“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ.”  (Ephesians 1:3)

“Blessing” means “to get something good from God”

Matthew 5

The Beatitudes

 1Now when he saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His disciples came to him, 2and he began to teach them saying: 

 3"Blessed are the poor in spirit, 

      for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

 4Blessed are those who mourn, 

      for they will be comforted. 

 5Blessed are the meek, 

      for they will inherit the earth. 

 6Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 

      for they will be filled. 

 7Blessed are the merciful, 

      for they will be shown mercy. 

 8Blessed are the pure in heart, 

      for they will see God. 

 9Blessed are the peacemakers, 

      for they will be called children of God. 

 10Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, 

      for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

 11"Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. 12Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

