Family Service May 18th 2008

to the glory of God

Running Order

"Bless, blessed and blessings"

Welcome & Introduction, including Dedication of Charlie and Theme: Blessings

Before The Throne Of God Above

Opening Prayer

R U Ready?

OHP 1  Matthew 5 “The Beatitudes”

OHP 2 "Bless, blessed and blessings" What does this word mean?

To be blessed is a special sort of happiness: “To make God happy or to be made happy by God.”

A blessing is an extra special gift of grace.

What about blessing something, like food or a house: “To involve God; to ask God take and use this thing for his good purposes.”

Blessing: divine pleasure or favour.  To be with God and to have God with you.

(
Dedication of Charles Daniel Hayes Smith up to but not including the blessing
Sword Of The Spirit

There Is A Voice (Jesus Friend Of Sinners)

OHP 3  “Blessings in disguise” – what do we mean by that . . . ?

Not always our immediate or short-term definition of happiness, but God’s – and one that we eventually may come to see as good in the long term or in a special way.

OHP 4 “Count your blessings” – what do we mean by that . . . ?

Prayers

Who Is There Like You
OHP 5 (What is the opposite of a blessing?) . . . “Do not repay”  . . . “Bless those who persecute you”

OHP 6 “Be a blessing” – how can we be a blessing to others?

Optional: Prayers
Offertory: Blessed Be Your Name

OHP 7 “As Jesus was saying these things  . . . “Blessing” means “to get something good from God”
 
The Blessing from the Dedication liturgy
